
 

PRAYERS AND PROTOCOLS 
 

 

We have been back to celebrating Mass both on weekdays and weekends for a month now and are growing 

accustomed to all we have to do because of the pandemic. I felt it might be a good time to review all the 

measures we have taken and the reasons for them. 

 

The reason for all the precautions which we are taking is simple: to keep each other safe and healthy when we 

gather to pray. It is one way we obey the Second Great Commandment: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

 

The archdiocese, the state of New York and the Center for Disease Control have all issued directives and 

recommendations to meet the challenge of the Covid 19 pandemic. We have been implementing these directives 

to the best of our ability. All three call for the wearing of masks, social distancing and hand sanitizing.  

 

This is why, from the moment we approach the church, signs remind us to wear a mask and maintain social 

distancing. (Circular discs on the floor help us to keep a distance of six feet.)  

If a person forgets a mask, we gladly provide one and have hand sanitizer for everyone entering the church. In 

addition, we take everyone’s temperature since a fever is one of the first symptoms of infection with Covid 19. 

(This recommendation comes directly from the CDC and many institutions are implementing it.) 

 

Once we enter the church proper ribbons and signs indicate where to sit so that we can maintain a safe distance 

and to allow families to sit together. Lectors and Eucharistic ministers all wear masks during the Mass but the 

celebrant does not except for the distribution of Holy Communion (this directive comes from the archdiocese). 

 

Everyone must use hand sanitizer before receiving Communion and must receive Communion in the hand. 

Once the pandemic has passed people will be able to receive on the tongue again if they so wish. Please believe 

me that Communion in the hand is the safest way of receiving for the present. 

 

Although we can’t use the confessionals because they are too enclosed and don’t allow social distancing, we do 

offer the Sacrament of Reconciliation in the conference room off the hallway on the right. People who wish to 

confess “face to face” can sit opposite the confessor behind a plexiglass shield. Those who wish to remain 

anonymous may sit six feet behind the priest.  

 

All these protocols, while not a real burden, may seem irksome or even unnecessary. However, once you know 

of someone who has died a painful death from this virus bereft of the support and comfort of family and friends 

all these measures don’t seem like too high a price to pay. 

 

Before closing I would like to thank Dr. Anthony Reino, our deacon candidate, for all his help. He obtained the 

plexiglass shield we use for confessions and the “temperature guns”. He has also been assisting us at all our 

weekend Masses. 

I am also very grateful to Joanie Boutross for getting, organizing and setting up all the things that we need 

during this trying time. 

 

Last but certainly not least, I am grateful to all of you our parishioners for your continued support and 

understanding in this strange time of the pandemic.  

 

May God bless all of you. 

Father Edward O’Halloran 

 


