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Dear Parish Community, 

I hope that you and your loved ones are feeling well. It is a difficult time for all and things are changing 

rapidly each day which is why I am writing to you now.  

By now, many of you have received, or will soon receive in the postal mail, Father O’Halloran’s recent 

letter to the people of St. John and St. Mary’s parish. (It is attached to this email) However, since the 

printing and mailing of the pastor’s letter, we have received new executive orders from Governor 

Cuomo, and directives from the Archdiocese of New York and therefore amendments are needed. 
 

Amendments to Father O’Halloran’s Letter. 

1. The Upper Church will no longer be open for individual prayer.   

2. All parish offices are now closed. Phone calls will be answered during office hours: 

9 AM – 4 PM, Monday – Thursday. 

3.  All baptisms and weddings are postponed until further notice. 

4. No funeral or wake services will take place in church or mortuary chapel.  

    Burial prayers, outdoors, with a limit of ten people practicing social distancing,    

    can be performed. A memorial Mass can take place after these current  

    restrictions are lifted. 

5. Weekly bulletins will only be available on line at the parish website. The printer  

    is closed; therefore, paper bulletins will no longer be outside the Upper Church. 
 

SOME GOOD NEWS!!! 

~ Dr. Anthony Reino, our Deacon in formation, suggested to the Parish Council months ago that 

   we should live stream our Sunday Masses. The Parish Council and Pastor agreed. THEREFORE, 

All of the Holy week Masses will be LIVE STREAMED from our website! Sjsmrcc.com 

Details will follow soon! 

~ Our Religious Education Coordinators will be emailing families next week with  

   year-end curriculum assignments to be completed at home. 

~ The H.S. Youth Group will have a virtual meeting on Tuesday, April 7, 2020.  

   Details will be emailed home to H.S. families. 

~ Outreach to local needy families will still take place for Easter food/essentials.  

~ The parish website has a list of resources to help you to pray and remain close to  

    Christ’s Church during this time. 

~ Our pastor and staff are healthy and willing to assist you if needed! 

 

Father O’Halloran recognizes how hard it can be when we are restricted from praying and attending 

Mass as a community. He asked me to share the following words from the Gospel of Matthew that 

were read on Ash Wednesday. “When you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, who love to stand and 

pray in the synagogues and on the street corners so that others may see them. Amen, I say to you, they 

have received their reward. But when you pray, go to your inner room, close the door, and pray to your 

Father in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will repay you.”  

We are in the season of Lent. Let us draw closer to God by praying from our homes for ourselves, our 

families, our community, and especially for those whose health and well-being have been threatened by 

the coronavirus. 

Please, one final request – I ask that you send me the name of any parishioner that you know who may 

not use email. I will mail them a hard copy of this note.  

Peace, 

Joan Corso Boutross, Pastoral Associate 

 


